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Why is the 95% confidence interval used so often? Why isn’t 99% or a different level used more frequently? What happens to the width of the interval as the confidence level increases?
The confidence interval for population mean takes into consideration the mean of a sample in order to estimate the actual average of the population, therefore the confidence interval in this case takes into consideration the existing variation under which the actual mean for the population lies. The degree of error that is considered in determining the confidence interval for population mean include 99%, 95% and 90%.  The sample is considered since it includes exact characteristics of the population hence can be used to explain key properties of the population such as mean. A 99% provides a more accurate result of the population mean since it only allow a 1% degree of error.
The 95% confidence interval is used so often based on critical understanding on the sample size needed and the degree of error, which is considered more appropriate. The 95% confidence interval provides a 5% error, which provides a greater influence on the underlying influence on the level of significance that is considered. The 99% confidence level is more accurate considering only a 1% error, which is considered. However, it is important to understand that in order to employ a 99% confidence level, there is need to have a very large sample population.
Therefore when evaluating the width of confidence interval as the confidence level increases, the width decreases hence narrowing the  limits considered in confidence interval. A higher confidence level is more accurate considering the reduced degree of error that is considered in ensuring that the decision that is made is accurate.
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